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International

Topics

Japan Professional Photographers Society (JPS)
was founded in 1950. One of the main purposes of
established JPS is to protect the right of the photo
copyright. In January, 2016, JPS published two
books regarding to the photo copyright.

“Photo Copyright Second Edition”

JPS published the book as the revision of “Photo Copy-
right”, published in April 2012. The new edition in-
cludes such as the new matters of RAW data that re-
gards the evolution of the digital photography.
Frequently ask questions of the copyright of photogra-
phy and movies. This book also includes the recent in-
formation of TPP (Trans-Pacific Partnership) for pho-
tography and, the future revision to extend the
protection of the photo copyright after TPP.

The 1st chapter; “Introduction of the photo copyright”,
written by Makoto Kawase, Director of JRRC, Visiting
professor of Yokohama National University.

The chapter includes the explanations of photography
and copyright law, from the beginning of the photogra-
phy, invention and through the evolution, born to the
new matters of photo copyright by recent technologies
of digitalizing and internet networking.

The 2nd chapter; “Learn the photo copyright law
through Q&A”.

There are 6 categories; “Basic elements of the copy-
right protection”, “Photo Journalism and photo copy-
right”, “Publishing and photo copyright”, “Commercial
photography and photo copyright”, “Model release”,

and “Agreements and Photo copyright”. 115 Q&A
items to explain copyright law with the concrete ex-
amples those are easy to understand about photo copy-
right

The 3rd chapter; “The new media and photo copy-
right”, written by Kenta Yamada, Professor of Human-
ities and Journalism, Senshu University.

This chapter explains the basic elements of under-
standing photo copyright for new media with consider-
ation of digital photography, SNS, and digital books.

All Columns of JPS bulletin “Articles of Serial Re-

searches -- Photo Copyright”

JPS published this book hosted with Japan Photograph-
ic Copyright Association.

First half of this book is the reprint “The Research
Articles of the Photo Copyright” that were written in
JPS bulletin from 1960’s to 1980’s. This chapter ex-
plains the history and the transition for the photo copy-
right protection period that was discriminated from
other categories of copyrights.

Second half of this book is the reprint of the “Photo
Copyright Research by JPS Committee of Photo Copy-
right”, 35 articles form JPS bulletin February 2004. The
articles explain varieties of matters of photography by
the committee members, copyright expert intelligent
such as lawyers and jurists. They discussed enlighten-
ment and raise the consciousness of photographers to
understand the matters of copyright management and
agreements under the internet network society.

About the Japan Professional Photographers Society

The Japan Professional Photographers Society was estab-
lished in 1950. Through its activities it strives to define the
role of the professional photographer and secure copyright
protection while working to develop photographic culture.
In 2001 it received recognition as an Incorporated Body
from the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology, in March 2011 it was officially recognized
as being a Public Interest Incorporated Association by the
Prime Minister’s office, and since April 1 of that year it has
been active under the title, Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society, Public Interest Incorporated Association.

Since its foundation, the society has succeeded in receiving
an extension for the period of copyright protection (to 50
years after the death of the artist), held numerous exhibi-
tions concerning photographic history and expression (A
Century of Japanese Photography, History of Japanese Con-
temporary Photography, Sixty Years of Japanese Children,
Women, etc), and published numerous books on photo-
graphic history and collections of photographs. In order to
contribute to the promotion and development of photo-
graphic culture, it holds the JPS Exhibition as an open ex-
hibition, presents a nationwide Photography Study Pro-

gram for elementary school students, the Photo Forum that
aims to develop photographic expression, Digital Photogra-
phy Lectures for the advisors of high school photographic
clubs, and presents the Yonosuke Natori Photographic
Award to uncover and foster new talent. At the same time,
it carries out a wide range of activities to contribute the
development of photographic culture, such as: cultural ex-
change with overseas photographers, PR through publish-
ing and information dissemination via the Internet.

Furthermore, it presents the Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society Award in recognition of individuals or orga-
nizations who have achieved notable achievements in the
development of photographic technology, education, or cri-
tique.

The Japan Professional Photographers Society has devoted
itself to the establishment of photographic museums, such
as the Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, and is
currently actively working towards the creation of the ‘Ja-
pan Photographic Preservation Center’ (archive) for the col-
lection and preservation of original photographs.

Japan Professional Photographers Society

JCII Bldg. #303, Ichibancho 25, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0082
Tel: +81-3-3265-7451 Fax: +81-3-3265-7460
E-mail: info@jps.gr.jp Web site: http://jps.gr.jp/int/index-e.nhtml
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