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“The 12th Yonosuke Natori Photographic Award”,

2016

Japan Photographers Society (JPS) awarded “Yono-
suke Natori Photographic Award” to Mr. Makoto
Kawakami and awarded “Yonosuke Natori Photo-
graphic Encouragement Award” to Ms. Mei Wada.
The awards has established for young and up-and-
coming photographers (under 35 years old) who have
photographed in documentary fields.

Mr. Kawakmi titled "Mr. Goro who lives in a tene-
ment-house located at Edogawa, Koto-ku, Tokyo” that
he focused on Korea-based people were forced immi-
gration at that place in 1940’s. The 66 years old man’s
life at the specific area is the stage of his story. Mr.
Kawakami settled down to his work to emerge the
old man on his photo story.

The work of Mrs. Wada is “Live with my daughter,
live with her illness”. Her daughter have fallen an in-
curable disease. Mrs. Wada photographed days of her
daughter and the family with her straight eyes’ sight.
The private document is confronting with the daugh-
ter’s life. The photos tell us the serious emotion of the
photographer with the carefully structured story.

The 12th Yonosuke Natori Photographic Award

photo exhibition:

From January 27 to February 2, 2017 at Fuji Film
Photo Salon, Tokyo.

From Februaryl7 to 23, 2017 at Fuji Film Photo Sa-
lon, Osaka.

JPS established “Tsuneko Sasamoto Award”
Commemorating for the 103 year old anniversary of
Ms. Tsuneko Sasamoto, JPS established “Tsuneko Sa-
samoto Award” to assist young photographers’ ac-
tivities. Ms. Sasamoto was born in 1914 in Tokyo, who
intended to be a painter and drew pictures on Tokyo
Nichinichi Newspaper, the former company of
Mainichi Shimbun. In 1940, a chance by Photographic
Society of Japan, she turned to be a photographer.
She had photographed the celebration of Tripartite
Pact (between Japan, Germany and Italy in WWII)
and international congresses during WWII. After the
war, she became a freelance photographer to photo-
graph the social events such the people’s lives after
the participants of the campaign against the Japan -
U.S. Security Treaty (1959-60). Today, even though
she is 103 year old, she is still an active photographer.
The award application qualification is at least 3 years
working as professional photographers who are acti-
vating today, and to published mass media or hold
photo exhibitions in recent 3 years to appeal the sig-
nificant impacts of the social incidents of Japan. We
hope the power of the photos will be known among
for the public. The first award will be given Decem-
ber, 2017 at the JPS celebration ceremony.

By WADA, Naoki, Director, International Relations
Committee

About the Japan Professional Photographers Society

The Japan Professional Photographers Society was estab-
lished in 1950. Through its activities it strives to define the
role of the professional photographer and secure copyright
protection while working to develop photographic culture.
In 2001 it received recognition as an Incorporated Body
from the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology, in March 2011 it was officially recognized
as being a Public Interest Incorporated Association by the
Prime Minister’s office, and since April 1 of that year it has
been active under the title, Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society, Public Interest Incorporated Association.

Since its foundation, the society has succeeded in receiving
an extension for the period of copyright protection (to 50
years after the death of the artist), held numerous exhibi-
tions concerning photographic history and expression (A
Century of Japanese Photography, History of Japanese Con-
temporary Photography, Sixty Years of Japanese Children,
Women, etc), and published numerous books on photo-
graphic history and collections of photographs. In order to
contribute to the promotion and development of photo-
graphic culture, it holds the JPS Exhibition as an open ex-
hibition, presents a nationwide Photography Study Pro-

gram for elementary school students, the Photo Forum that
aims to develop photographic expression, Digital Photogra-
phy Lectures for the advisors of high school photographic
clubs, and presents the Yonosuke Natori Photographic
Award to uncover and foster new talent. At the same time,
it carries out a wide range of activities to contribute the
development of photographic culture, such as: cultural ex-
change with overseas photographers, PR through publish-
ing and information dissemination via the Internet.

Furthermore, it presents the Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society Award in recognition of individuals or orga-
nizations who have achieved notable achievements in the
development of photographic technology, education, or cri-
tique.

The Japan Professional Photographers Society has devoted
itself to the establishment of photographic museums, such
as the Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, and is
currently actively working towards the creation of the ‘Ja-
pan Photographic Preservation Center’ (archive) for the col-
lection and preservation of original photographs.

Japan Professional Photographers Society

JCII Bldg. #303, Ichibancho 25, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0082
Tel: +81-3-3265-7451 Fax: +81-3-3265-7460
E-mail: info@jps.gr.jp Web site: http://jps.gr.jp/int/index-e.nhtml
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