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International

Topics

Japan Photographers Society has held two large pho-
to exhibitions. One is “JPS photo exhibition” that has
held every year since 1951. Another has been held
every b year with the every different theme. This
year’s theme is the “Japan’s coastline and its people”.

Photo Exhibition “Japan’s coastline and its peo-
ple"

This year is the JPS founding 65th anniversary. The
photo exhibition “Japan’s coastline and its people”
was held at the Gallery of Tokyo Metropolitan The-
ater from March 1 to 13, 2016. JPS also published the
same title of the photo book from Heibonsha Ltd.

Japan’s coastline is 35,672 kilometers long and is con-
sisted of about 6, 800 islands. By 197 photos from 123
photographers, this exhibition tries to visually pres-
ent the Japanese people and their maritime culture
by travelling along that coastline, witnessing the
changing scenery, its fishing communities, industrial
belts, rituals and festivals, as well as capturing peo-
ple’s everyday lives and sites of historic importance.
In this exhibition, Japan walked on as a marine nation
while dealing with nature disaster such as typhoons,
tsunami, and earthquakes. We can look again the to-
day’s Japan.

The exhibition will be held at Kyoto Municipal Mu-
seum of Art in June, and in Kingdom of Tonga in
September, co-sponsorship with The Japan Founda-
tion.

41th JPS Photo Exhibition started.

In this year, JPS photo exhibition travels starting
from Tokyo, June 11 to 26 at Tokyo Metropolitan Art
Museum, and in Nagoya, July 5 to 10 at Aichi Prefec-
tural Museum of Art, and then in Kyoto, July 19 to 24
at Kyoto Municipal Museum of Art.

In addition to the Kyoto venue exhibition, JPS will
exhibit “Do you know? Atomic bombings of Hiroshi-
ma and Ngasaki”

There were 6,717 photos from 2,015 applications for
the public photo contest section. From them, 500 pho-
tos were awarded. For Young Eye section, that dis-
played photos from 14 vocational photography
schools and departments of photography of universi-
ties and colleges. This year, JPS members’ section
was not held.

Recently, digital developments of cameras and print-
ers have been very significant. We have seen the
high quality photo works that technically succeeded.
Digital data is easy to retouch, as the result, they
tend to not express the subject straightly, and they
also tend to not pursue the moments of beauty. Those
works have been depended on PC techniques. We
should re-recognize the real essence of expression
and artistry of photography.

Please see the JPS Exhibition awarded photos from
33 to 35 pages.

About the Japan Professional Photographers Society

The Japan Professional Photographers Society was estab-
lished in 1950. Through its activities it strives to define the
role of the professional photographer and secure copyright
protection while working to develop photographic culture.
In 2001 it received recognition as an Incorporated Body
from the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology, in March 2011 it was officially recognized
as being a Public Interest Incorporated Association by the
Prime Minister’s office, and since April 1 of that year it has
been active under the title, Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society, Public Interest Incorporated Association.

Since its foundation, the society has succeeded in receiving
an extension for the period of copyright protection (to 50
years after the death of the artist), held numerous exhibi-
tions concerning photographic history and expression (A
Century of Japanese Photography, History of Japanese Con-
temporary Photography, Sixty Years of Japanese Children,
Women, etc), and published numerous books on photo-
graphic history and collections of photographs. In order to
contribute to the promotion and development of photo-
graphic culture, it holds the JPS Exhibition as an open ex-
hibition, presents a nationwide Photography Study Pro-

gram for elementary school students, the Photo Forum that
aims to develop photographic expression, Digital Photogra-
phy Lectures for the advisors of high school photographic
clubs, and presents the Yonosuke Natori Photographic
Award to uncover and foster new talent. At the same time,
it carries out a wide range of activities to contribute the
development of photographic culture, such as: cultural ex-
change with overseas photographers, PR through publish-
ing and information dissemination via the Internet.

Furthermore, it presents the Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society Award in recognition of individuals or orga-
nizations who have achieved notable achievements in the
development of photographic technology, education, or cri-
tique.

The Japan Professional Photographers Society has devoted
itself to the establishment of photographic museums, such
as the Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, and is
currently actively working towards the creation of the ‘Ja-
pan Photographic Preservation Center’ (archive) for the col-
lection and preservation of original photographs.

Japan Professional Photographers Society

JCII Bldg. #303, Ichibancho 25, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0082
Tel: +81-3-3265-7451 Fax: +81-3-3265-7460
E-mail: info@jps.gr.jp Web site: http://jps.gr.jp/int/index-e.nhtml
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