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Awarded, “The 14th Yonosuke Natori Photographic
Prize” and “The 2nd Tsuneko Sasamoto Photographic
Award”

Japan Photographers Society (JPS) awarded “The 14th
Yonosuke Natori Photographic Prize” and” The 2nd Tsuneko
Sasamoto Photographic Award” on December 12, 2018, at
Arcadia Ichigaya, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo.

The 14th Yonosuke Natori Photographic Prize was given to
Mr. Yusuke Suzuki's “The Costs of War”. The “Yonosuke
Natori Photographic Encouragement Prize” was given to
Miss Misao Yadokari's “Yoake-mae”, translated as “Before
Dawn®. Those two winners received awards and prizes.
For the Photographic Prize “The Costs of War”, the judge
praised the reason of the award as “The work filmed with
a firm eye of photo-journalism. A lot is told from the sub-
jects”. The winner Mr. Suzuki said “About the meaning of
the war, I constructed the influence of war on human soci-
ety by photographs. I assume that only photographs can
express the situation of the war in the modern world and
the war in the hi-tech military industries”. Miss Yadokari's
“Yoake-mae” focused on her sister who became mental dis-
ease. The judge praised “With breaking her heart, the pho-
tographer told her story by photographs”. Miss Yadokari

was absent on that day and her proxy commented that
“The work themed about mental disease that has taken
away many people’s lives. We need to see that things not
to see because it is too close, and also we need to see that
things what we do not want to see”.

Following the Natori prize, “The 2nd Tsuneko Sasamoto
Photographic Award” was given to Mrs. Kimie Adachi.
She focused on the stories of Cambodian children. The
judge Mr. Makoto Shiina praised the reason of the award as
“Very impressed pictures. The Severe era of Cambodia was
the background. By the female’s eyes, she expressed the
situation that the people entrust the future to the local chil-
dren”. Mrs. Adachi said “I feel great. I have photographed
one by one for long time in Cambodia. When I first arrived
on Cambodia, I photographed children worked in ruins and
markets with shining eyes. After, I knew the fact of the
sacrifice of human trafficking that has taken away their
lives. I asked myself again and again that I should continue
to photographs or not. But I have believed the power of
the photographs. The work was made not only by me. I
would like to follow the Tsuneko Sasamoto’s spirits”.

By Naoki Wada, Director, International Relations

About the Japan Professional Photographers Society

The Japan Professional Photographers Society was estab-
lished in 1950. Through its activities it strives to define the
role of the professional photographer and secure copyright
protection while working to develop photographic culture.
In 2001 it received recognition as an Incorporated Body
from the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology, in March 2011 it was officially recognized
as being a Public Interest Incorporated Association by the
Prime Minister’s office, and since April 1 of that year it has
been active under the title, Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society, Public Interest Incorporated Association.

Since its foundation, the society has succeeded in receiving
an extension for the period of copyright protection (to 50
years after the death of the artist), held numerous exhibi-
tions concerning photographic history and expression (A
Century of Japanese Photography, History of Japanese Con-
temporary Photography, Sixty Years of Japanese Children,
Women, etc), and published numerous books on photo-
graphic history and collections of photographs. In order to
contribute to the promotion and development of photo-
graphic culture, it holds the JPS Exhibition as an open ex-
hibition, presents a nationwide Photography Study Pro-

gram for elementary school students, the Photo Forum that
aims to develop photographic expression, Digital Photogra-
phy Lectures for the advisors of high school photographic
clubs, and presents the Yonosuke Natori Photographic
Award to uncover and foster new talent. At the same time,
it carries out a wide range of activities to contribute the
development of photographic culture, such as: cultural ex-
change with overseas photographers, PR through publish-
ing and information dissemination via the Internet.

Furthermore, it presents the Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society Award in recognition of individuals or orga-
nizations who have achieved notable achievements in the
development of photographic technology, education, or cri-
tique.

The Japan Professional Photographers Society has devoted
itself to the establishment of photographic museums, such
as the Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, and is
currently actively working towards the creation of the ‘Ja-
pan Photographic Preservation Center’ (archive) for the col-
lection and preservation of original photographs.

Japan Professional Photographers Society

JCII Bldg. #303, Ichibancho 25, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0082
Tel: +81-3-3265-7451 Fax: +81-3-3265-7460
E-mail: info@jps.gr.jp Web site: http://jps.gr.jp/int/index-e.nhtml
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