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International

Topics

1. Takeyoshi Tanuma received the Order of Culture.
November 3, 2019, Takeyoshi Tanuma, received the
Japanese Order of Culture. He has been a photogra-
pher for more than 60 years, and he had served as
chairman of Japan Professional Photographers Society
for over 20 years. He has also been instrumental in the
copyright movement of Japanese photographers. He
became the first person in photographers who re-
ceived the prestigious Order of Culture.

Courtesy of SANKEI SHIMBUN

2. Three honorary members of JPS passed away

In the last three months, we lost three honorary mem-
bers of JPS, who made significant marks in the Japa-
nese photography world after the war. Shiro Shirahata
passed away on Nov. 30 at the age of 86. Toyoko To-
kiwa passed away on Dec. 24 at the age of 91. Ikko
Narahara passed away Jan. 19 at the age of 88. Shiro
Shirahata, an alpine photographer, had pursued to cap-
ture Mt Fuji, the most iconic landmark of Japan,
Southern Alps, and other beautiful mountains. Toyoko
Tokiwa was one of the pioneers of female photogra-
phers in Japan. Her book of text and photographs,
Kiken na adabana, portlayed the red-light district of
post-occupation Yokohama with US was highly appre-
ciated. Ikko Narahara made a new wave in the Japa-
nese photography world. His masterpieces are “Human
Land: Island without Green, Gunkanjima”, “Kingdom/
Domains”, and more. We appreciate our forerunners
for their contributions to the Japanese photography
world and pray their souls may rest in peace.

Text By Kuwabara Shisei (Director),

Translation by Masuda Takahiko (International Rela-
tions)

About the Japan Professional Photographers Society

The Japan Professional Photographers Society was estab-
lished in 1950. Through its activities it strives to define the
role of the professional photographer and secure copyright
protection while working to develop photographic culture.
In 2001 it received recognition as an Incorporated Body
from the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology, in March 2011 it was officially recognized
as being a Public Interest Incorporated Association by the
Prime Minister’s office, and since April 1 of that year it has
been active under the title, Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society, Public Interest Incorporated Association.

Since its foundation, the society has succeeded in receiving
an extension for the period of copyright protection (to 50
years after the death of the artist), held numerous exhibi-
tions concerning photographic history and expression (A
Century of Japanese Photography, History of Japanese Con-
temporary Photography, Sixty Years of Japanese Children,
Women, etc), and published numerous books on photo-
graphic history and collections of photographs. In order to
contribute to the promotion and development of photo-
graphic culture, it holds the JPS Exhibition as an open ex-
hibition, presents a nationwide Photography Study Pro-

gram for elementary school students, the Photo Forum that
aims to develop photographic expression, Digital Photogra-
phy Lectures for the advisors of high school photographic
clubs, and presents the Yonosuke Natori Photographic
Award to uncover and foster new talent. At the same time,
it carries out a wide range of activities to contribute the
development of photographic culture, such as: cultural ex-
change with overseas photographers, PR through publish-
ing and information dissemination via the Internet.

Furthermore, it presents the Japan Professional Photogra-
phers Society Award in recognition of individuals or orga-
nizations who have achieved notable achievements in the
development of photographic technology, education, or cri-
tique.

The Japan Professional Photographers Society has devoted
itself to the establishment of photographic museums, such
as the Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, and is
currently actively working towards the creation of the ‘Ja-
pan Photographic Preservation Center’ (archive) for the col-
lection and preservation of original photographs.

Japan Professional Photographers Society
JCII Bldg. #303, Ichibancho 25, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0082
Tel: +81-3-3265-7451 Fax: +81-3-3265-7460
E-mail: info@jps.gr.jp Web site: http://jps.gr.jp/int/index-e.html
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